
By the sweat of your brow you shall eat
bread, until you return to the ground,
from which you were taken; for you are
dust,and to dust you shall return.

Genesis 3:19

ADVANCING THE
MISSION

The Newsletter of the Advancement Foundation
Supporting the Diocese of Fort Worth

Improving Your Spiritual Life
During the Lenten Season
During the season of Lent, Catholics traditionally devote
special efforts to deepen their relationship with the Lord in
three areas: Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving.
 
Throughout Lent, as we remember the great sacrifice
Christ made, Christian stewards examine their own
sacrificial giving. We do this to emulate Christ, to gain
spiritual maturity and to share with others. Our Lenten
efforts are not like short-term New Year’s resolutions,
designed as a forty-day weight-loss plan or a self-help 
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project. Instead, they embody the idea of
sacrifice in the pursuit of holiness.
 
Here are a few ideas to inspire your own
thoughts and to make Lenten sacrifices
that might truly be life-changing. (Hint: a
Lenten journal may help in noticing and
recording your growth.)
 
PRAYER
• Dedicate yourself to an extra 10-15
minutes of daily Scripture reading.
• Participate in an extra community
prayer activity weekly: perhaps
a daily Mass, the Stations of the
Cross or an Evening Prayer at a
nearby parish.
• Find an online prayer source (www.
sacredspace.ie is a good example)
where you can spend 10-15 minutes
of prayer at your computer during
each busy day.
 

Continued on next page.
 
 



The Advancement Foundation for the Diocese of Fort Worth
is committed to maintaining a safe and healthy workplace for
our employees, donors and friends. Due to the confirmed
cases of COVID-19, we wish to inform you of the ways we are
supporting our community during this time.
 
Our efforts for the Annual Diocesan Appeal, the St. John Paul
II Shepherd’s Guild (Seminarian Education), Catholic
Schools Tuition Assistance Fund, parish capital campaigns,
endowment funds and our Legacy Society will continue and
we encourage donors who wish to make a gift to do so online
at www.advancementfoundation.org, mail your gift to 800
West Loop 820 South Fort Worth TX 76108, or call Dianna
Rhoads at 817-945-9463 for other ways to support.
 
We are taking every precaution and have implemented
strategies to protect Foundation employees from COVID-19
while ensuring continuity of operations. Some of these
include working remotely from their homes. For this reason,
we ask that instead of coming to the office, you please call us
for assistance. 
 
During these uncertain and challenging times, the
Advancement Foundation remains committed to its mission
to assisting generous donors in providing for the needs of our
Catholic ministries, parishes and schools. Now more than
ever, our community needs us and you. Please consider
supporting these efforts so that we can ensure our holy work
continues.
 
The Diocese of Fort Worth continues to make regular
updates regarding its response to COVID-19. Please
take a moment to learn more at www.fwdioc.org.

WE PRAY for all those who have
been affected by COVID-19
(Coronavirus), for their healing and
comfort, and for strength and peace
for their families.
WE PRAY for those who have passed
away because of the virus and those
who mourn for them.
WE PRAY for health care workers,
first responders, all who are and will
offer compassionate service and
healing in the days and weeks to
come.
WE PRAY for those who are working
to contain the spread of the virus.
WE PRAY for our local and national
health care and government officials
as we continue to rely on their
prudence and good judgement.
WE PRAY for those who face
economic adversity due to the virus,
especially those who may lose
much-needed pay or even lose a job.
And, WE PRAY for those who suffer
anxiety, fear and loneliness. May
they feel God’s embrace!

Thank you for all you do for the
Catholic community in the Diocese of
Fort Worth. Our continued prayers are
with our nation’s leaders, our
healthcare professionals and those
directly and indirectly affected by this
virus. We will move through this
together, with God’s help.
 
“Do not fear nor be dismayed, for the
LORD, your God, is with you
wherever you go.” — Joshua 1:9
 

Stewardship of

Prayer During the

Pandemic
 
As good stewards of God’s grace during
this Lenten season, let us be united in
prayer and hope during these stressful
times.
 

Our Response to COVID-19
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Lent (Continued from page 1)
 
FASTING
• Fast from negative thoughts of
others. Be conscious of mean or petty
mental messages.
• Perhaps fasting from all screen time
would prove impractical. But set
yourself a limit. Sacrifice some aspect
of Internet browsing, television
watching, or texting, and do something
constructive with the
time saved.
• Refraining from food or drink is
often a fasting choice. Make sure
you’re doing it for the right sacrificial
reasons and perhaps donate the money
saved to a charity such as Catholic
Relief Services.
• Fast from the need to always be right.
Spend more time listening to or
reading the opinions and ideas of those
with whom you may not think you
agree.
 
ALMSGIVING
• A wise man was asked, “How much
should I give?” His reply: “More.”
Stretch your charitable giving this
Lent. Sacrifice a need or want to give
more money to the offertory collection
at Mass.
• Set aside a few hours of Lent to be
with the poor, to accompany them on
their journey. Serve at a food kitchen
or help out at a food bank.
Promise yourself you will enter your
“discomfort” level sometime this Lent.
• Check out your closet. Resolve not to
add to it during Lent, but instead find
things to give to a charity. A real
challenge: don’t just give away the
clothes of which you’ve tired. Part
with something you still love!
 

Know what you can deduct. You can still deduct cash,
property and stock donations made to a charitable
organization such as ours, if you itemize your taxes. You
cannot deduct the value of any time or services spent on
charitable work, but you can deduct mileage and vehicle
expenses if used for charitable purposes.
Get organized. You’ll need to take your W-2 form from
your employer, charitable receipts, last year’s tax return
information and more. Ask your tax preparer what you
need, and take time to gather these items well in advance
of your tax appointment. 
Involve the professionals. A professional tax advisor is the
best person for advice on specific tax issues. 

Below, you’ll find some tips to help you prepare for your
next tax appointment and ensure you get the most out of
your giving.
 

 

Make Tax Time Easier
Transfer records to personal budgeting software such as
Mint, YNAB or Quicken. Digitize your information from
financial transactions to stay organized. Some apps also
integrate with tax software to make preparation much easier. 
 

We Can Help
If you have questions about how to maximize the return on
your giving, please contact us at 817-945-9441 or
runderwood@advancementfoundation.org. We’d be happy to
help and can discuss how you can include your support of the
Annual Diocesan Appeal, a parish, school or the Diocese of
Fort Worth as part of your plans.

Are You Prepared for Tax Time?
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Clint Weber Hired as Executive Director

Clint Weber has been named the new Executive Director of the Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth
Advancement Foundation, effective March 16.
 
Clint, a member of St. Andrew Catholic Parish, will oversee the Advancement Foundation, a
separate Texas non-profit corporation which oversees more than $92 million in assets. The
Foundation is organized and operated exclusively to support the charitable, religious and
educational purposes of the Diocese of Fort Worth. Regarding his hopes for the new role, Clint
says, “I hope to  join a great team and use my God given abilities and talents to add to an
already exceptional effort; and to further the mission of the Advancement Foundation; always
with the intent of service to Jesus Christ and his Church.”

F o r m e r  M a r i n e  P i l o t  t o  t a k e  t h e  h e l m  o f  t h e  A d v a n c e m e n t  F o u n d a t i o n  o n
M a r c h  1 6

Clint earned a Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in history from Texas A&M and an MBA
from the Neeley School of Business at Texas Christian University.
 
Most recently, Clint was President and CEO of Gruene Anolyte, a bio-tech firm based in Fort
Worth. His responsibilities included managing and/or executing daily operations involving
marketing & advertising, accounting, finance, corporate strategy, investor relations, business
development, facilities management, e-commerce, logistics and human resources. 
 
Upon graduating from Texas A&M, Clint entered the U.S. Marine Corps. He was on both active
duty followed by serving in the Marine Reserve as an F/A-18 fighter pilot, who during his tour
of duty included Commander of the Marine Attack Squadron 112 based in NAS JRB Fort Worth. 
 
After leaving active duty, Clint joined Corbett Capital where he served as an analyst and
Principal for five years. 
 
Clint and his wife, Heather, have one daughter, Betsy.
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Rosa Navejar, president of The Rios Group (TRG) and member of
St. Patrick Cathedral, has been appointed by Bishop Michael Olson
to a three-year term on the Advancement Foundation Board of
Directors. Rosa is a versatile and active member of the Fort Worth
business community who has worked to support minority and
women owned business enterprise programs and companies for
more than 20 years. 
 
“I look forward to serving on the Advancement Foundation
board. I was taught that giving back is important to any community.
This opportunity will allow me to work with our diocese on issues
important to our community,” said Rosa about her new role on the
board.
 
Rosa has a deep personal knowledge of the Fort Worth community,
having lived there since birth and having served as President/CEO
of the Fort Worth Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. She was the
first woman to hold this leadership role. Prior to her work at the
Chamber, Rosa worked in banking for 25 years, starting with First of
Fort Worth Bank, and ending at Bank of America.

Rosa Navejar Joins Foundation Board

As President of The Rios Group, Inc., a firm that
provides Subsurface Utility Engineering, and Utility
Coordination services, she manages staffing;
outreach for business development, branding, and
marketing; and contract implementation and
timeline of projects.
 
Headquartered in Fort Worth, in the last eight years,
TRG presence has expanded with additional office
locations in four other Texas cities. TRG was
recently recognized by The City of Dallas-Office of
Business Diversity as one of the 2019 4E Award
recipients for Excellence and by the City of Austin-
Small & Minority Business Resources as one of the
2018 Small Businesses of the Year.
 
Rosa is a lifelong learner. In addition to the
numerous career track seminars she’s participated
in, Rosa completed the Harvard Business School
Hispanic Association on Corporate Responsibility
Leadership Program, Leadership North Texas and
the University of Chicago Graduate School of
Business Executive Leadership Program. 
 
Rosa is serving on the board of directors for a
number of organizations, including: Fort Worth City
Council appointed former Co-Chair for the Race
and Culture Task Force for the City of Fort Worth;
Chairman of Visit Fort Worth; Board Member at
Texas Wesleyan University; Executive Committee-
North Texas Commission; City of Fort Worth-

Move Fort Worth Committee; Chair of
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, Board
member of Medical Plaza, Fort Worth Chamber of
Commerce; 35 Coalitions, Board Member; UTA
College of Engineering Board of Advisors, UTA
Presidents Hispanic Advisory Council; ACEC
Tarrant County, Chair of Fair Contracting
Committee, Trinity River Vision Authority;
Congresswoman Kay Granger's Hispanic Advisory
Committee; Fort Worth Executive Roundtable and
Safe City Commission. Rosa has also served on the
board of National Freight Advisory Committee-
Appointed by Secretary LaHood, America Public
Transportation Association; Executive Committee-
Trinity Metro, Vice Chair.
 
In 2020 Rosa was recognized as one of the Girls Inc.
of Tarrant County – BOLD Woman Honorees. In
2018 Rosa was recognized by the Fort Worth
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, and Larry Anfin,
with the “John V. McMillan Hall of Fame Award.”
Women’s Transportation Seminar also recognized
Rosa in 2018 with the “Rosa Parks Diversity
Leadership Award.” Additional awards Rosa has
received include the 2016 “Minority Leader in
Business” by Fort Worth Business Press and induction
into the 2016 Fort Worth Business Press
“Entrepreneur Hall of Fame” for her work and civic
involvement in the community. Rosa has received
other awards and recognition throughout her
career.
 



Pick up a commitment form in your parish and
return it by mail to the Advancement
Foundation or drop in the collection.
Text ADA to 91999
Donate securely online at:
https://bit.ly/AnnualDiocesanAppeal

With four months left in this year's campaign, the
Annual Diocesan Appeal is receiving an outpouring
of support for ministries and programs that ensure
that our holy Catholic Church is there to comfort
the sick, serve the poor and warm the hearts of
those in need throughout the Diocese of Fort
Worth.
 
Through February 25, 10,154 families have made
commitments totaling $3,166,715. Thank you!
 
Lent is the ideal time to make a commitment to
this year's campaign.
 
Easy ways to give
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Annual Diocesan Appeal Support Continues
to Grow
T w e n t y  p a r i s h e s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  a c h i e v e d
c o m m i t m e n t s  o v e r  t h e i r  g o a l

Congratulations to the following parish
communities that have received commitments to
the Annual Diocesan Appeal above their goal!

 
St. Mary of the Assumption, Megargel, 139.29%
St. Theresa, Olney, 138.43%
Sacred Heart, Wichita Falls, 128.14%
St. Mary, Jacksboro, 128.13%
St. Joseph, Cleburne, 127.01%
St. William, Montague, 123.22%
Most Blessed Sacrament, Arlington,119.87%
St Mark, Denton, 115.17%
St. Brendan, Stephenville, 113.69%
St. John, Strawn, 112.50%
Holy Trinity, Azle, 110.20%
All Saints, Fort Worth, 105.41%
Our Lady of Lourdes, Mineral Wells,104.48%
St. Mary, Graham, 104.15%
Sacred Heart, Muenster, 103.74%
Sacred Heart, Seymour, 103.45%
St. Joseph, Rhineland, 103.19%
Our Lady of Fatima, Fort Worth, 103.11%
Santa Rosa, Knox City, 101.89%
Vietnamese Martyrs, Arlington, 101.54%
 
 

Join The St. Francis Circle

You help us reduce costs for printing and mailing.
Your gift continues each and every month from one year to the next.
No more completing a pledge card, writing a check or using postage.
You join thousands of wise Catholics in the Diocese of Fort Worth
committed to supporting important ministries like the Priest Care
Fund, Seminarian Education, Parish Operating Grants, Catholic
Schools Tuition Assistance and many others.

There are benefits to making your donations to the Annual Diocesan
Appeal by monthly recurring bank draft or credit card payment:

To learn more, text SFC to 91999 or visit
https://www.advancementfoundation.org/saint-francis-circle-donate



Saint Patrick, the “apostle to Ireland" and patron
of the Diocese of Fort Worth, is one of the
world’s most famous and celebrated saints. His
missionary zeal arguably matched that of Saint
Paul, whose missionary activities, though
oftentimes a severe struggle, remained in the
territories governed by Roman law. Saint Patrick,
however, was the first recorded Christian 
 

S t .  P a t r i c k :  S t e w a r d s h i p  S a i n t  o f  t h e
M o n t h

Recognizing Life As
Gift from God

pastoral care. He took great measures to
incorporate pagan rituals into his teachings on
Christianity. Since the ancient Celts honored their
gods with fire, Patrick used bonfires to celebrate
Easter; and he placed the sun, a powerful Celtic
symbol, around the Christian cross to create the
now familiar Celtic cross.
 
Patrick’s profound witness to the Gospel
eventually brought an end to human sacrifices,
trafficking of women, and slavery in general. He
is the first person in recorded history to publicly
oppose slavery; a protest that would not be taken
up again for another millennium. His writings
reveal a keen understanding of stewardship as
well. He wrote that whatever good he had been
able to accomplish on behalf of the Lord, in his
“meager, unlearned, and sinful state … has been a
gift from God.” Over the centuries, Irish
immigrants would spread their devotion to Saint
Patrick as they established the Catholic faith
around the world. He is thought to have died on
March 17, 461, the date which became his feast
day.
 

International Catholic Stewardship Council
Reprinted with Permission
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a public official and church deacon. He was
kidnapped by Irish slave traders while in his mid-
teens and forced into slavery; herding sheep on
remote Irish hillsides under harsh conditions.
Spending most of his time in solitude, he grew to
trust in God and embrace a life of prayer.
 
After six years, he made a dangerous and
harrowing escape over land and sea that finally
resulted in a return to his parents. They found
him, at age 22, a serious visionary who sought
holiness and friendship with Christ. Patrick
entered the priesthood, and in time, was sent to
evangelize the Irish. He was appointed the bishop
of Ireland in 435 and established his See at
Armagh in the north.
 
The Irish were known to be wild, unrestrained
and corrupt. But Patrick’s success in making
converts to Christianity was nothing less than
astonishing, even to him. He traveled to most
parts of Ireland, winning the hearts of the Celtic
people by his deep faith, humility, simplicity and 

 
missionary to
evangelize beyond
the bounds of
Roman rule and
into the darkness
of what was then
considered the
end of the earth.
 
“Patricius” was
born in Roman
Britain around
385. His father was 



M a r c h / A p r i l  2 0 2 0

Help Jesus in Disguise

For more information:
fwdioc.org/special-collections or
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief
 

This Lenten season we have an opportunity to help our
brothers and sisters in Christ, to serve Jesus in disguise,
by supporting The Catholic Relief Services Collection.
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) provides for families who
face the unimaginable struggles of war, natural disasters,
political strife, extreme poverty and human trafficking
in the United States and around the world. 
 
Contributions to the Catholic Relief Services Collection
provide support for six Catholic agencies that provide
food for the hungry, legal assistance for the struggling,
comfort for the lonely, a voice for the poor and aid for
those affected by natural disaster. When you support the
Catholic Relief Services Collection, you answer the door
for and serve Jesus in disguise among us. 
 
To learn more about the work of Catholic Relief
Services and the people who benefit, please visit
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. Please donate generously
when this collection is taken in your parish, or text CRS
to 91999 to donate now.

 
 
 

C a t h o l i c  R e l i e f  S e r v i c e s  S p e c i a l  C o l l e c t i o n ,
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Foundation Moves to Renovated Office Suite
After several months of Sheetrock dust and
relocation to temporary offices within the Catholic
Center, the finishing touches are being placed on
renovated space for the Advancement Foundation
staff. 

 
The new suite has office space for the Executive
Director, the Associate Director, Stewardship
Director, planned giving officer, major gifts officer
and an administrative assistant.
 
The gift processing team offices remain in another
location in the Catholic Center.

 
Watch this space for more exciting news about our
new staff additions!
 
 

Renée Underwood, CFRE, Associate Director,
points out the new sign that welcomes visitors
to the Advancement Foundation suite.
 
 



STAFF
Clint Weber, Executive Director
817-945-9442
cweber@advancementfoundation.org
 
Renée Underwood, CFRE, Associate Director
817-945-9441
runderwood@advancementfoundation.org
 
Dianna Rhoads, Gift Processing Supervisor
817-945-9463
drhoads@advancementfoundation.org

Calendar of Events
March 19  - Transitional Diaconate Ordination
Live streamed at 6 p.m. at www.fwdioc.org
 
March 21-22 - Special Collection for Catholic
Relief Services (CRS)
 
April 7 - Chrism Mass 5:30 p.m. St. Patrick
Cathedral, Fort Worth
 
April 9 - Holy Thursday - Catholic Center Closed
 
April 10 - Good Friday - Catholic Center Closed;
Special Collection for the Church in the Holy
Land
 
April 13 - Easter Monday - Catholic Center
Closed
 
April 25-26 - Special Collection for Catholic
Home Missions
 
April 28 - Annual Respect Life Mass 6 p.m. Good
Shepherd Catholic Community, Colleyville
 

As schedules rapidly change, please check the most
up-to-date information at
advancementfoundation.org and fwdioc.org.

MEMBERS
Most Rev. Michael F. Olson, STD, MA
Bishop of Fort Worth
Chairman
 
Very Rev. Msgr. E. James Hart
Chancellor and Moderator of the Curia
Secretary
 
Mr. Donald L. Wagner, MBA
President
 
DIRECTORS
Mr. Ed Gray
Rev. Stephen Hauck
Mr. Ryan F. Kagay
Mr. Joe Monteleone
Ms. Rosa Navejar
Rev. George Pullambrayil
Mr. Dan Shine
Mr. Clint Weber
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Follow Us On Social
Media
An easy way to keep up with the ministries
supported by the Advancement Foundation is to
“like” us on Facebook and “follow” us on Twitter!
Here you will find information about giving
opportunities, upcoming events and occasionally
some words of wisdom and inspiration. 

@advancementfoundation
@sjp2shepherdsguild

What We Do
Support the Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth
Identify Needs
Raise Funds
Create Awareness
Provide Opportunity
Inspire Generosity

 

Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of
these least brothers of mine, you did for me.

Matthew 25:40

Board of Directors

Contact
800 W Loop 820 S, Fort Worth TX 76108
www.advancementfoundation.org

@AdvFdn
@sjp2shepherdsguild


